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This fact sheet is to share the information on the memorial housed in the gardens at our Golden Point site and give details to those interested in accessing the garden. 

History
At the rear of the former Golden Point State School, now a Pinarc Disability Support Active Living Options site, there is a red brick memorial to Corporal William Dunstan V.C. 

Garry Snowden, a former pupil of Golden Point State School, came across this site some years ago and found that it was neglected and to all appearances forgotten, but some unknown person had placed a wreath on the memorial. Despite much research, the date of the original memorial remains unknown, but due to the community-minded efforts of Garry and a group of supporters, the area was landscaped and benches installed, remembering other fallen former students of the school. 

‘William Dunstan (1895-1957), soldier and newspaper manager, was born on 8th March 1895 at Ballarat East, Victoria. He attended Golden Point State School, he was known as a very bright pupil. Leaving school at 15 he joined the clerical staff of Snows, drapers at Ballarat. He served under the compulsory training scheme as a cadet gaining the cadet rank of captain, Australian Military Forces, and in July 1914 was commissioned lieutenant in the militia with the 70th Infantry (Ballarat Regiment).

On 2nd June 1915 Dunstan enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force as a private and a fortnight later embarked for Egypt as an acting sergeant of the 6th Reinforcements of the 7th Battalion. From 5th August he was an acting corporal with the 7th on Gallipoli where four days later he won the Victoria Cross for conspicuous bravery at Lone Pine. Early on 9 August the Turks made a determined counterattack on a newly captured trench held by Lieutenant Frederick Tubb and ten men. Two men were told to remain on the floor of the trench to catch and throw back enemy bombs or to smother their explosions with overcoats; both were soon mutilated. Tubb, with Corporal Dunstan, Corporal Alexander Burton and six others, kept firing over the parapet. Several bombs burst simultaneously in the trench killing or wounding five men. Tubb continued to fight, supported only by Dunstan and Burton until an explosion blew down the barricade. Tubb drove the Turks off and Dunstan and Burton were rebuilding it when a bomb burst between them, killing Burton, and temporarily blinding Dunstan. 



He was invalided to Australia and discharged on 1st February 1916 having been twice mentioned in dispatches. On 10 June 1916 he was presented with the V.C. by the governor-general on the steps of Parliament House, Melbourne. This was the occasion for an outburst of exceptional public fervour. 'A reserved man disliking fuss', Dunstan found it a great ordeal.

He then re-joined the Citizen Forces, serving in the rank of lieutenant as area officer, Ballarat, and acting brigade major, 18th Infantry Brigade. His army career concluded when he transferred to the 6th Infantry Battalion in Melbourne in 1921 and retired as a lieutenant of the Reserve Officers in 1928.’

Visiting the Memorial Garden
Pinarc Disability Support respects this memorial and pledges to continue to maintain it.  We acknowledge public interest in the site and that on occasion some people may want to visit. Whilst we understand this desire there are certain constraints to accessing the site. For the safety of our customers and staff, and to prevent vandalism which has occurred in the past, the gates to the memorial are locked. If access is required, you can contact Pinarc administration on 5329-1300 so we can organise a suitable time.  If, for any reason, public access to this garden is not possible, a public memorial to William Dunstan is located in the median strip in Sturt Street between Dawson and Drummond Streets which is always accessible.
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